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Problem Solving

Problem Solving—Method 1

1.

Read the problem. Answer these questions in your head (or on
paper if it helps).

e What solution are you asked for?

e What information are you given?

Decide on the method or strategy (math operation) to be used.

. Apply the method or strategy.
. Check your work and think “Is the answer reasonable?”

. Write a statement (sentence answer).

Problem Solving—Method 2

1.

Understanding the problem.

e Make a list of key questions to help you solve the problem.
e List the unknown(s).

e Identify what is asked for.

Decide on a strategy for solving the problem.

. Apply the strategy.

. Look back

¢ Check your solution.
e Explain your reasoning.
e Write a statement (sentence answer).






Steps to Solve Problems

. Read the problem carefully and ask yourself:

* What am [ asked to find out?

e What information am I given?

e What other important details do I know that relate to or
tell about the problem?

¢ What do I need to know to find the answer?

e How can I get the information I need to know to solve this
problem?

. Decide on a method to solve the problem.
e Will I add, subtract, multiply, or divide?

. Do the work to solve the problem.
. Check what you have done.
e Ask yourself—“Does the answer make sense? Is it a reasonable

answer?”

. Write a final statement.
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